
Weston High School PTO

General Board Meeting Minutes

April 1, 2022

Call To Order

The meeting was hosted over Zoom and called to order by Kristana Esslinger, PTO President at
9:07AM.  There were 23 in attendance.

President - Kristana Esslinger - Updates

The 4th quarter starts next week with lots of activities planned.

Kristana said the nominating committee will be presenting next year’s slate to the Executive
Board towards the end of April and the general board will vote at our May meeting.

Vice President - Casey Saussy

Casey said the screening of Screenagers will be moved from 4/19 to the end of April due to
conflicts.  The date is to be determined.

Road Race Update - Lyndsey Howard

Lyndsey said they are  publizing and recruiting volunteers.  The website is up and operational
and set up for family and corporate donors.  They have added a student category for a reduced
price.  They are hoping to get sports teams to join as well.

A suggestion was made to add job descriptions and time commitments to the volunteer page.

General - Julia Brennan

Julia spoke on behalf of WHS Company.  As 33% of our student body participate in Company,
the feeling was that there could have been more support from the community at large, as well
as, school leadership.  Invitations and free tickets were sent but unfortunately there was no
representation.  It was suggested to express to leadership the power of thank you to the staff,
volunteers and students.

Secretary - Mona Sharma

The minutes from the March 4, 2022 meeting were presented.  Casey Saussy made a motion to
approve the minutes as presented and Carlye Adler seconded the motion.  The motion passed.

Guest Speaker - Juliane Givoni



The graduation for the Class of 2022 will be held on June 21st in the evening at the stadium
field.  The senior trip, banquet and spring award ceremony will also take place.

They are now allowing students to go on field trips again.  They were able to send students to
Disney.

Things are feeling normal and positive in the building.

The school day SAT was administered digitally last week .  Preliminary results are in.  This was
a pilot program and she is not sure if the in school SAT for next year will be digital but will let us
know.

The 9th and 10th graders attended an assembly.  An outside organization brought in speakers
to talk about their experience with substance abuse.  Students also had an opportunity to
connect with counselors and get set up on Naviance.  The students also got to engage in small
group discussions on the topic of academic integrity.  As many students were used to the model
of taking assessments remotely, they spoke about what academic integrity meant and when it is
appropriate to work with others.

April is Autism awareness month.  Puzzle piece pins were handed out this morning in the lobby
and SGA had signs around the building to create awareness.

A question was asked about how parents could support the stressful environment.  She said we
have to acknowledge this perhaps in Advisory and foster this at home.  Concerted efforts
around continuing messaging that doing your best is important and that learning is a process.

Senior Class Rep - Ali Melito

Ali said PGE has been planned.  Prom invitations have been sent out and prom tickets will be
sent out during lunch blocks on April 19, 21, 26 and 28th.

Guest Speaker - Nick Torres - Social Studies CIL

The 2021-2022 areas of focus included Expectations (academic integrity), Executive skills
(writing things down in a planner), Emotions (wellbeing), Exposure (to rigor to promote resilience
and academic stamina), Experience (what they may have missed during their high school
experience in school and at home).

There are 10 members in the social studies department and Mr. Torres shared the department
course offerings.  New Courses for 2021-2022 include American Tapestry:  Multiculturalism in
the US, a course designed with the goal to examine identity in the US.  African American and
Latino Studies will be offered in 2022-2023 (state mandated), with a focus on the black and
latino experience.  This course is designed by the state.

As a department they lean into challenging topics and view their role as curators of content,
establishing norms, and guiding discussions.



Mr. Torres shared ways in which they were able to bring in guest speakers on various topics,
including the Holocaust, WWII, and classical conditioning, in lieu of field trips.

Treasurer - Jen Morse

Jen presented the February operating financials with an ending balance of $5,722.  We paid out
amounts for our Zoom subscription and staff appreciation.

She then presented the February philanthropy financials.  They received amounts for the
SAT/ACT course and Class of 2022 donations and paid out amounts for the spirit fund and
principal discretionary fund.  After allocations, philanthropy has an available balance of $37,560.

Kristana Esslinger made a motion to approve the financials.  Lyndsey Howard seconded the
motion.  The motion passed.

Sophomore Class Rep - Christine Harris

They are planning to create a final exam survival kit for spring.

Freshman Class Rep - Megan Burns

The reps are working on brainstorming ideas for fundraising.

The meeting was adjourned at 10:27AM.


